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Paris, 25th March 2024 

 
 

Michelin Cup Challenge Revival   
Michelin and its partners revive the spirit of its major aviation  

competitions of yesteryear  
 

 

• Michelin launches the Michelin Cup Challenge Revival, in partnership with the Fédération 
Française Aéronautique (FFA), KRISTAL.air and VINCI Airports; bringing major competitions 
from the early days of aviation up to date.  
 

• Tests, designed in partnership with the FFA and open to all FFA licensed pilots and partner 
flying clubs, will be held from May to June.  
 

• Three prizes will be awarded for the best piloting skills, spotlighting flight safety and 
technological innovation.  

  
Michelin is pleased to announce the launch of the Michelin Cup Challenge Revival 2024, in partnership 
with the Fédération Française Aéronautique, which has more than 50,000 members and 600 flying clubs, 
VINCI Airports, which manages the Clermont-Ferrand airport where the prize-giving ceremony will take 
place, and the KRISTAL.air mobile application dedicated to the aviation community.  
Michelin Cup Challenge Revival recaptures the spirit of the pioneers of aviation by harking back to the 
Michelin Aviation Cup, a competition conceived by André Michelin in 1908, and pitting the first aviators 
in history against one another.  
 
Two months to rise to the challenge. 
 

From May to June, FFA licensed pilots are invited to participate in the 6-phase competition, to be 
performed in under one-hour at their respective flight schools. Rules and participation conditions can 
be found on the Fédération Française Aéronautique website.      
 

The tests to perform are as follows:  
- The heart (follow a complex route with precision),  
- Forbidden cylinders (avoid overflight zones),  
- The climb (maintain speed),   
- Infinity (hold safely),  
- Descent (stabilize your variometer),   
- And balloons (crossing turning points). 

 
The Challenge will be digitally recorded via the KRISTAL.air mobile app – intended for private pilots and 
available on smartphones and tablets. The results will be analyzed by a committee comprising members 
of the Fédération Française Aéronautique, Michelin and KRISTAL.air, who will pick the winners.  
They will use the application and rules established with the Fédération Française Aéronautique to assess 
the quality of participants' flight handling, and their compliance with best practices, safety and aviation 
regulations.  
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Prizegiving ceremony at Clermont-Ferrand Auvergne Airport.  
 

The prizes will be presented at a ceremony on July 27 at Clermont Ferrand airport. Three distinctions 
will recognize the winners of the first Michelin Cup Challenge Revival, the main aim of which is to 
promote a safe and responsible approach to general aviation. One award will be given for piloting 
combustion engine aircraft, while a second will honor the electric plane category. The accolades aim to 
showcase flight safety and innovation. Finally, the most committed flying club will also be recognized.  
As an allusion to the great competitions of the past, the trophy will be a smaller version of the 1908 
Michelin Aviation Cup.   
 
"Michelin has had an epic love affair with aviation. In March 1908, 116 years ago, one of the brothers 
who founded the Group, André Michelin, organized the first aeronautics competition: the Michelin 
Aviation Cup. Today, we are more driven by this passion for aviation and innovation than ever before. It 
is therefore with great pride and emotion that we decided to relaunch the Michelin Cup Challenge Revival 
2024, in association with the Fédération Française Aéronautique and our partners," declared Sophie 
Brechoire, President of the Michelin group aeronautic activities.   
 

“Like major competitions in the early days of aviation, through a partnership between Michelin, Kristal 
Air, VINCI Airports and the Fédération Française Aéronautique, the Michelin Cup Challenge Revival is 
launched! Open to all FFA licensees, it will honor piloting prowess, through a series of maneuverability 
and navigation tests, while of course ensuring flight safety and respect for the environment. These key 
concerns are central to the FFA’s current initiatives, to transition towards a safer and more responsible 
form of aviation,” pointed out Kevin Dupuch, President of the Fédération Française Aéronautique. 
 

“As aeronautics sector stakeholders, we strive to support aeroclubs and their members by offering them 
KRISTAL.air, a game changing mobile app for private pilots and for training new generations. We and 
our partners are proud to take part in the Michelin Cup Challenge Revival, underscoring our 
determination to help modernize and enhance light aviation,” explained Gilles Wallet, CEO of Kristal 
Aero. 
 

Hervé Bonin, Director of Clermont-Ferrand Auvergne airport, managed by VINCI Airports, said, "We are 
particularly proud to host the presentation of the 1st Michelin challenge trophy at Clermont-Ferrand 
Auvergne airport. This event echoes the rich joint history of Michelin and the airport over more than a 
century. The values espoused by this challenge, aimed at promoting safe and responsible aviation, are 
fully in line with VINCI Airports' actions to decarbonize its activities, of which the promotion of electric 
light aviation is a part". 
 
 

A little background 

The 1908 Michelin Aviation Cup required pilots to fly from Paris to Clermont-Ferrand in under 6 hours, with the challenge 
of landing on the Puy de Dôme. The aim was to promote the development of the then-fledgling aviation industry. Two 
influential books, “Our Future is in the Air” published by André Michelin in 1912 and “Our Safety is in the Air” published 
in 1919, look back at the glorious French aviation saga, with André Michelin emphasizing the importance of safety during 
competitions. 

 
 
Photos and videos available on: https://contentcenter.michelin.com/portal/shared-board/c2510335-
be2e-48f3-9aca-f4496ef4223a 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://contentcenter.michelin.com/portal/shared-board/c2510335-be2e-48f3-9aca-f4496ef4223a
https://contentcenter.michelin.com/portal/shared-board/c2510335-be2e-48f3-9aca-f4496ef4223a
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About Michelin 
Michelin, the leading mobility company, is dedicated to enhancing its clients’ mobility, sustainably; designing and distributing 
the most suitable tires, services and solutions for its clients’ needs; providing digital services, maps and guides to help enrich 
trips and travels and make them unique experiences; and developing high-technology materials that serve a variety of 
industries. Headquartered in Clermont-Ferrand, France, Michelin is present in 175 countries, has 132 200 employees and 
operates 67 tire production facilities which together produced around 167 million tires in 2022. www.michelin.com 

 
About the Fédération Française Aéronautique  
Founded in 1929, the FFA is a key player in the development of light aviation. It brings together over 600 flying clubs and 41,000 
pilots. The federation acts as a link between the public authorities, the French civil aviation authorities and the light aviation 
community. The largest federation of private pilots in Europe and 2nd largest in the world, it also represents 2,200 instructors, 
2,500 aircraft and 600,000 flight hours per year. www.ffa-aero.fr 

 
About KRISTAL.aero and KRISTAL.air 
KRISTAL.aero, a family-owned French company, has become a major supplier of spare parts used for general and business 
aviation maintenance. Since 2023, the company has been expanding by distributing Michelin tires and offering overhaul 
services for commercial aviation accessories. Kristal.aero develops and offers the KRISTAL.air mobile application, born of its 
passion for aeronautics. It is designed for private pilots, instructors, flying clubs and competition organizers, who come together 
in the same environment around their shared passion. https://air.kristal.aero 

 
About Vinci Airports 
About VINCI Airports VINCI Airports, as the leading private airport operator in the world, manages the development and 
operation of more than 70 airports located in 13 countries in Europe, Asia and the Americas. VINCI Airports draws on its 
expertise as a comprehensive integrator to develop, finance, build and operate airports, leveraging its investment capability 
and know-how to optimise operational performance and modernise infrastructure while bringing about their environmental 
transition. In 2016, VINCI Airports became the first airport operator to commit to an international environmental strategy, 
setting itself the aim of reaching zero net emissions across the network by 2050. https://www.vinci-airports.com/en 

 
 
Media contacts:  
 

Michelin  
Hervé Erschler / 06.70.47.85.04 / herve.erschler@michelin.com 

FFA  
Nicolas Gravez / 06.83.83.02.54 / nicolas.gravez@ff-aero.fr 

Kristal Air 
Adina Bessac / 06.65.14.76.07 / adina.bessac@kristalaero.com 
 

VINCI Airports 
communication@vinci-airports.com 
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